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the great people who had conserved literature
and art and science during the march of the cen-
turies and had survived the wreck which had
come to others less fortunate. The freebooters of
Asia, who had sacked and burned and made howl-
ing wastes where once had been beautiful cities,
must seek a wider field and enter Africa.

In 673 Esarhaddon makes his first attack upon
Tirhacp, the Ethiopian king of Egypt. The cam-
paign was absolutely without tangible results.
The Assyrian army, indeed, reached the Egyptian
border, but did not cross it. The way was stub-
bornly contested, and Esarhaddon at length with-
drew temporarily without abandoning his designs.
In 670 he again moved forward/ and probably
with greatly increased forces. He was soon over
the border upon this campaign, and at the first
battle at Iskhupri gained a decisive victory over
the Egyptians. Two more battles followed, and
in these also was he victorious. After a march of
fifteen days from Iskhupri he appeared before the
walls of Memphis5 and laid siege to an ancient
and magnificent city. Memphis was unprepared,
and soon fell into his hands. The family of Tirhaqa
was taken, but the Pharaoh himself made good his
escape into Nubia, paralyzed with fear and hope-
less of the very idea of resistance* Memphis was

1 Esarhaddon had previously consulted the oracle of the HUH god and
had received a favorable answer. See Knudtsson, Assyruche delete u wo,,
n, p. 177.

3 Stele of Zmjirli, lines 89, 40,